
                PRESS RELEASE 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS, RECREATION AND COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
Cultural Affairs Division 
3700 S. Four Mile Run Drive, Arlington, VA 22206 
703-228-1850 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE!!    PRESS CONTACT: Robert Farr 
May 28, 2007                     571-722-4449 
 
WHAT: LOST AND FOUND!  UCLA FILM ARCHIVE’S NEWLY PRESERVED 

DISCOVERY: SPUDS – Silent Comedy Lost Since 1927  

WHO: At the 5th Annual  SLAPSTICON Silent Comedy Film Festival 
 
WHEN:          FRIDAY, JULY 20, 2007 at 8:00 p.m.  
    
WHERE: ROSSLYN SPECTRUM Theatre   
  1611 North Kent St., Arlington, VA (2 blks. from Rosslyn Metro) 
  GARAGE PARKING - FREE AFTER 6pm - entered from rear of bldg. off of Arlington Ridge Rd. 
   
COST:    $30 all day admission.  
 
TICKETS:    Register Online at slapsticon.org; or Call Maggie Gaffen at 703-228-1841 
                                                         or, purchase day-of tickets at Rosslyn Spectrum box office. 
  

INFO:  703-228-1841 ;  Email: info@slapsticon.org    Web: www.slapsticon.org  
 

5th Annual SLAPSTICON Silent Comedy Film Festival features 
WORLD RE-PREMIERE OF LOST 1927, UCLA-RESTORED SILENT COMEDY CLASSIC!   

 
 Arlington, Virginia – “Spuds” starring Larry Semon, a lost 1927 comedy feature preserved by 
the UCLA Film Archive, will have its World Re-Premiere at the 5th Annual SLAPSTICON Silent 
Comedy Film Festival, featuring screenings of dozens of rare silent comedies from Morning until 
Midnight, from THURSDAY, JULY 19 through SUNDAY, JULY 22, 2007 at the Rosslyn Spectrum 
Theater, 1611 North Kent St. in Arlington Virginia (see next page for detailed schedule).  All silent 
films in the Festival will feature LIVE MUSIC on grand piano by two of today’s leading silent film 
accompanists!    
 

The 5th Annual SLAPSTICON features “Spuds”, a lost gem from 1927 starring Larry Semon, 
considered by many to be one of the silent era’s finest comedians.  Presumed lost since the dawn of the talkies, 
the film has been painstakingly preserved by the UCLA Film Archive, which has granted permission for the 
World Re-Premiere of the film to occur at this year’s SLAPSTICON Festival.  The premiere screening will be 
accompanied by internationally acclaimed silent film musician and composer, Dr. Philip Carli.   

 



 
OTHER HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE: 

 
• The 35mm UCLA restoration of  Laurel and Hardy’s best feature, Way Out West (1937), struck 

from the original camera negative (Friday, July 20 at 7:00 p.m.) 
 
• A festival-long retrospective of the career of silent comedy’s “fourth Genius”, Harry Langdon, 

including a rare screening of his recently discovered Mack Sennett comedy, The Hansom Cabman 
(1924). 

 
• A tribute to the forgotten Hal Roach “ethnic” comedian, Max Davidson, comprised of an evening of 

his best work including the Library of Congress archival print of his Columbia feature, Pleasure 
Before Business (1927). (Saturday July 21 at 8:00 p.m.). 

 
 
The Rosslyn Spectrum was originally built as a movie house in the early 1960’s.  The newly-renovated 

theater now has 387 cushioned theater seats –  each with folding tables for note-taking critics, or for refreshments 
(which are allowed inside the theatre)!!   All silent films shown at SLAPSTICON feature LIVE MUSICAL 
ACCOMPANIMENT by accomplished musicians, Dr. Philip Carli and Ben Model.  Each utilize different styles 
and both have many years of experience in the art of silent film accompaniment.   
 
SLAPSTICON Screenings will occur: Thursday, July 19, 1:00 p.m. – 12:00 mid.; Friday, July 20 and Sat., July 
21, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 mid. ;  Sunday, July 22, 10:00am - 5:00pm.  COST:  $100 for the full four-day festival; 
$30 per day.  More information about the Slapsticon (including a registration form), can be found at 
www.slapsticon.org.  E-mail address is info@slapsticon.org and the phone number is 703-228-1841.     

 
Slapsticon is sponsored by the Cultural Affairs Division of the Arlington County Department of 

Parks, Recreation & Cultural Resources and the Arlington County Friends of the Library.  The Holiday 
Inn Rosslyn @ Key Bridge is the official hotel of Slapsticon.  

 


